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Abstract: 
 

I will give a brief sociological overview of the current metastable state of scholarly research 
communication, including perspectives drawn from some recent discussions with interested parties 
from the biological and life sciences. This will be followed by a technical discussion of the practical 
implications of literature and usage data considered as computable objects, using arXiv as 
exemplar. From the physics standpoint, there is a surprising amount of statistical mechanics in 
text-mining and machine learning. 

 


