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Abstract:  
 
Recent advances in analyzing and measuring polarized light have enabled new scientific and 
commercial applications. Thirty years ago, optical polarization was mostly a specialized 
curiosity. Today, polarized light is utilized all around us. This talk will provide an introduction 
to polarized light and several scientific and commercial applications in diverse fields, such as 
Displays (LCD's, 3D movies), Fiber optics (isolators), Remote Sensing (depolarizers), 
Photography (haze suppression), Biology and Medicine (retinal polarimetry), and Astronomy 
(exoplanet detection). 

 
 


